
The Gap Elimination Adjustment (GEA) is a formula 

in the state budget that reduces the amount of aid 

each school district is entitled to receive. New York 

State introduced the GEA in 2009-10 when it was 

known as the Deficit Reduction Assessment in order 

to partially reduce the state's $10 billion budget 

deficit. It was used in 2011-12 to allocate an 

unprecedented $2.56 billion statewide cut in aid. 

Over the past three years, it has been used to reduce 

state aid to school districts by $6.35 billion. 



Fact #1 
• The Gap Elimination Adjustment {GEA} has reduced state aid to Long 

Island school districts by nearly $1 billion over the past three years. 
The GEA further reduces our region's disproportionately low share of 
aid generated by the funding formulas. 

You must know your district's share of the $1 billion! 

Fact #2 
• Had the 2013-14 GEA been eliminated when the state budget was 

established, Long Island's current school tax levy would be nearly $300 
million, or 4% lower. The GEA increases dependence on local property 
taxes to fund our schools. 

You must know the impact the additional funding 
would have had on your district! 



Fast Facts 

• Long Island enrolls nearly 17% of the state's 
students, but receives just 12% of school aid. 

• Despite the fact that Long Island school districts 
receive just 12% of school aid, 18% of the statewide 
GEA reduction is absorbed by Long Island school 
districts. 

• Long Island schools will receive less state aid in 
2013-14 than they received in 2008-09 ($2.54 
billion vs. $2.62 billion). 



Fast Facts (cant'd) 

• Twenty-eight Long Island school districts, enrolling 
nearly 40% of the region's students, fall below the 
state's average in terms of income and property 
wealth (CWR <1.0). 

• Nearly 25% of the students enrolled in Long Island 
school districts qualify for free or reduced-price 
lunch according to federal guidelines. 

• Only 14% of the region's students are enrolled in the 
region's 35 "high-wealth" (CWR >2.0) school 
districts. These school districts receive less than 5% 
of the state aid allocated to Long Island. 



Long Island/State Impact 

Long Island New York State 

2011-12 $373,671,311 $2,556,482,217 

2012-13 $327,986,679 $2,156,286,074 

2013-14 $290,526,359 $1,638,788,735 

3 Year Total $992,184,349 $6,351,557,026 
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2013-14 NYS Impact by Region 

Long Island 12.9% $639 

New York City $502,585,698 6.9% $493 

Big 4 3.6% $459 

Rest of State $792,990,611 11.2% $717 

NYS Total $1,638,788,735 9.1% $608 
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2013-14 Long Island Impact By Wealth Group 

CWR >2.0 
I 

CWR 1.5 - 2.0 

CWR 1.0 -1.5 

I 

59,751 

61,685 

163,258 
I 

170,309 

$18,850,483 19.4% $315 

$30,669,880 21.1% $497 

$97,705,255 15.1% $598 

$143,300,741 10.5% $841 

$290,526,359 12.9% $639 



Step #1 

Eliminate the GEA in 2014-15: 
Provide school districts with the full amount of aid generated by all of 
the existing funding formulas without the GEA deduction. The GEA 
reduced aid to Long Island school districts by $290 million this year, with 
nearly half of that coming from our 28 low-wealth (CWR <1.0) school 
districts. 

Step #2 

Replace the Foundation Formula in 2015-16: 

Foundation Aid comprises nearly 75% of all New York State school aid. 
The Foundation Formula has been fatally flawed since the day it was 
introduced. Establish a new formula that recognizes the needs of our 
region and generates a fair share of aid for our schools. 
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THREE-YEAR IMPACT OF THE GEA 
NASSAU AND SUFFOLK 2013-2014 
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Long Island Totals -5992,184,349 

FAST FACTS 
• Only 14% of the region's students are enrolled in the region's 35 "high-wealth" (CWR >2.0) school 

districts. These school districts receive less than 5% of the state aid a1loca[ed [0 Long Island. 
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• Long Island schools will receive less sClte aid in 2013-14 than they received in 2008-09 ($2.54 billion vs. 
$2.62 billion). 

For forth~r informatioll, visit th~ SufJolIr COUllty School Sup~ri11lmdents Association w~bsiu at 
www.suffolluuprrintmdmts.org or contart th~ SCSSA at sCS!a@~sbous.org. 

ONE ISLAND - ONE VOICE 

HOW DO YOU SPELL RELIEF? 
ELIMINATE THE 

G-E-A! 
What you need to know: 

Th~ Gap Elimi,,,,tion Adjllstmntt (GEA) is a fonnula ill th~ sta« budg~t that r~duw th~ amount of aid 
~ach school district is mtitkd to rrc~iv~. New York StaU introduced th~ GEA in 2009-10 whm it was 

Imown as th~ Dtficit R~duction Asussmmt in ord" to partially r~duc~ th~ stat~'s $10 billion buJg~t tkjicit. 
It was uud in 2011-12 to allocate an 'tnprrcedent~d $2.56 billioll statewuu rot in aid. OV" th~ past thrr~ 

YMrs, it has bun us~d to r~duce state aid to school districts by $6.35 billion. 

FACT #1 
The Gap Elimination Adjustment (GEA) has reduced state aid to Long Island school districts by nearly 

$1 billion over the past three years. The GEA further reduces our region's disproportionately low share of 
aid generated by the funding formulas. 

FACT #2 
Had the 2013-14 GEA been eliminated when the state budget was established, Long Island's current school 

tax levy would be nearly $300 million, or 4% lower. The GEA increases dependence on local 
property caxes to fund our schools. 

What we need to do: 
STEP #1 

Fliminate the GEA in 2014-15: Provide school districts with the fu11 amount of aid generated by all of 
the existing funding formulas without the GEA Jeduction. The GEA reduced aid co Long Island school 

districtS by $290 million this year, with nearly half of that coming rrom our 28 low-wealth (CWR < 1.0) school 
districtS. 

STEP #2 
Replace the Foundation Formula in 2015·16: Foundation Aid comprises nearly 75% of all New York 

Scate school aid. The Foundacion Formula has been fatally flawed since che day it was introduced. Establish 
a new formula that recogni= the needs of our region and generates a fair share of aid for our schools. 
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FAST FACTS 
• Long Island enrolls nearly 17% of the statc's students, but receives jUst 12% of school aid. 
• Despi[e [he fact [hat Long Island school dimic[s n.'CC!ive just 12% of school aid, 18% of Ihe 

s[:lIcwidc GEA rcduction is absorbed by Long Island school districts. 
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IMPACT OF THE GEA 
NASSAU COUNTY 2013-2014 
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FAST FACTS 
• Twemy-eighl Long Island school disnicts, cnrolling nearly 40% of thc region's sludents, fall 

below the statC'S average in terms of income and property wealth (CWR < 1.0). 
• Nearly 25% of the Sludents enrolled in Long Island school diSlricts qualify for free 01 reduced. 

price lunch according [0 federal guiddines. 
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Glossary of Terms 
ARM: 
On February 17. 2009. President Obama .igned in.o law .he 
AmeriCln R.covery and Rcinvesunen. Act of 2009 (ARRA). 
designed to stimubtc the economy. support job creation :and 
invest in critic:al S<C\ors. including eduCl.ion. The ARRA laid 
the foundation tor education reform by supporting invcstmcnn 
In innovative strategies lhat are most likely to lad to improved 
results for studcnu, lang.tcrrn gains in school and school system 
ClpaCity. and incrc:ucd productiviry and effectiveness. The 
ARRA provIdes $4.35 billion for .he Race to .he Top fund •. 

APPR: 
The Annual Professional Performance Review (APPR) is the 
prote" by which New York Sta'e .eachers and principals arc 
cvaluated on a yearly basis. In 2010. New York S .. ,e adopted 
a new tetcher evaluation law. EduC:l\ion!..>w §3UI2·c. which 
establishes a new "statewide comprehensive cvaluadon system 
(or d .... room ,etchers and building principal. b",ed on multiple 
measures of effectiveness." Under the new system. each principal 
and tacher will receive an annual profeuional performance 
review. resulting in a single composirc effectiveness score and 
rating of highly cfTective. cfTective. developing or ineffective. 
The composite score is determined as follows: 20 percent of 
a tacher's evaluation is based on studt-nt growth on a state 
assessment or other compar.able measure; 20 percent is based 
on student achievement on other locally selected measures~ and 
60 percent" based on locally ncgonared evIdence of [eacher 
effectiveness. 

cess. 
The Common Core Sta.e S,andards (cesS) i. a U.S. eduCl.ion 
lnidauve that sedcs to bring diverse state curricula into alignment 
with each other by following .he princIples of .tandards·based 
education reform. The National Governors Associarion md the 
Council o( Chief Slale School Officers .pon.or [he ini,iarive. 

CCLS: 
The P·12 Common Core Learning Standards (CCLS) for 
Engli.h language artS and literacy and .he P·Il Common Core 
Lc.armng Standards for mathemarics replaced .he former NYS 
.undards in tho.e subject arcas. The Board of Regents adop.ed 
[he new P·12 CCLS (or ELA and lileracy and mathematics 
in January 20 II by adopnng .he cess and adding several 
components, spcclfic to New York. 

EDUCATION DATA PORTAL 
The EduCl[ion Da.a Portal (ED P) i. now called [he EngageNY 
Ponal. Educalon, sNdenu and pamuslguardians will aCCCU 

the portal .hrough EngageNY.org. The EngageNY portal will 
provide a KCUrc content man"SCf11ent systcm. collaboration 
platform and da.'ihboard repons so that educators. students and 

families c:an access and analY'" educational data. make decision. 
and take actions to improve student OUtcomes. For the first time. 
tetchers and parentS will be able 10 vicw achievement and other 
instructional inforrmtion wing a state-supported system. School 
personnel will have much quickct access '0 eduCl.ionai records 
as students move betwccn P·12 programs and districts. 

ESEA later known .. NCl.B. 
The E1cmenury and Secondary EduCluon Ac. (ESEA) 
was passed in 1965 as part o( the 'War on Poverry.· ESEA 
emphasized equal access '0 eduCl.ion and esublished high 
.tandards and accounrabili'Y. In 2002. Congress amended ESEA 
and retuthoriud i. as the No Child Left Bchind Act (NClB). 

PARCC: 
The Pannership for As.es.ment of Rctdiness for College and 
Carccrs (PARCC) is 3 consortium of 18 .. ates plus the District 
of Columbia and the U.S. Virgin Islands working .ogether.o 
develop a common SCI ofK· 12 :lSSCS.ments in English and ma.h 
anchored in what i. ukcs '0 be ready for college and Clrcers. 

PARCC 'U[es have comrniued to building a K·12 assessmen. 
system that: 
• Builds a parhway '0 college and Clr"", readino. for all 

srodents. 
• Crea.es high-qualiry assessmentS .hat mClSurc .he full range of 

.he Common Core Srare Sundards. 
• Supports eduCttors in the cwsroom. 
• Makes bener usc of technology in assessments. 
• Advances :lccountabil1ry at alllcvcls. 

RTIT. 
The Race to the Top Initiative provides funds to .. ates that have 
demonstrated success in raising student achievement and ha\'c 
the best plans to accelerate their tcforms in the future. These 
reforms focus on education innovation and reform; achieving 
significant improvement in student outcomes, includin~ making 
substantial gains in student achievement. dosing 2Ichicvemenr 
g.ps. improving high school graduation ra.es. and ensuring 
student prepar.ation for success in college and carttrs; and 
implementing ambitious plans in four core education reform 
areas: 
• Adopting standards and auc:ssmenu that prepare students to 

.ucceed in college and the workplace and '0 compete in the 
global econom)·. 

• Building dara 'Y .. ems ,hat rnca.surc .. udent g,owth and 
success, and inform tachcrs md principals about how they can 
improvc instruaion. 

• Recruiting. developing. rcw.ltding and ret:lining cllccdvc 
.cachers and principals. especially where .hey arc needed rno ... 

• Turning around our lowcst.achieving schools. 

The Facts About cess and 
Other Important Education Topics 

Perhaps now more than ever, it is essential that educators, teachers, parenrs and 

community residenrs share the same understanding about the changes and challenges taking 

place in education in New York State. Much has been reported and discussed about the 

way in which studenrs are being educated through the introduction of the Common Core 

State Standards and the impact on student assessmenrs and teacher evaluations. In order 

to effectively lead and participate in meaningful discussions. it is imperative that everyone 

share the same understanding of the topics being discussed. 

Where Did It All Start? 
Several years ago. the federal government 

introduced Race to the Top (KIlT) as a 

national initiative to improve education. 

Race to the Top is a $4.35 billion U.S. 

Department of Education contest created 

to spur innovation and reforms in state and 

local school district education in grades 

K·12. It is funded by the ED Recovery 

Act as part of the American Recovery 

and Reinvestment Act of 2009 and was 

announced by President Barack Obama and 

then Secretary of Education Arne Duncan 

on July 24, 2009. 

States were awarded points for satisfying 

certain educational policies. such as 

performance-based standards often referred 

to as an Annual Professional Performance 

Review (APPR) for teachers and principals, 

complying with Common Core Standards, 

lifting caps on charter schools, turning 

around the lowest-performing schools, and 

building data systems. 

New York State applied for these funds 

and was awarded $700 million to comply 

with these initiatives. Out of that carne 

major changes in the NYS Regents Reform 

Agenda to implement the promises made to 

the U.S. Department of Education. 



DISPELLING THE MYTHS By KNOWING THE FACTS 

Common Core Standards 
COMMON CORE LEARNING STANDARDS 

Myth: 
Thtu standards amo/tnt to a national mrriculum for Ollr 
schools. 

FACT: 
Prior to the Common Core Learning Standards. New 
York State developed its own Standards which all 
schools and teachers were required to follow. The new 
Common Core Learning Standards were designed to 
serve as a consistent set of expectations defining what 
students should learn and be able to do. They were 
developed to increase clarity among educators and 
parents about what students should be able to know 
and do at each grade level. 

The New York State Board of Regents adopted the 
NYS P-12 CCLS in January 2011. The New York 
State P-12 CCLS were implemented in New Yotk State 
schools at the beginning of the 2012-2013 school year. 

CURRICULUM MODULES 

Myth: 
Ntw York Statt hm dtmandtd that ftachm follow scripftd 
"mmculum moduus .• 

FACT: 
The New York State Education Department has 
developed curriculum modules consistent with the 
CCLS as a free resource for school districts. Districts 
have the option of adopting these modules. adapting 
them to integrate with their current practices and 
curricula. or not using them at all. The selection and 
adoption of curricula remains a local decision. 

TEACHING TO THE TEST 

Myth: 
Commoll Cort I1JJtssmmts rtquirt ftaching to tht ftst. 

FACT: 
The Department of Education has advised school 
districts against rotc test prep practices. Rotc test prep 
is a disservice to students and a waste of taxpayer 
funds. The best preparation for state assessments is a 
great teacher providing effective instruction. 

INCREASED ASSESSl\IENTS 

Myth: 
Tlu adoption of tilt CCLS has incrtastd tht amount of 
asstssmmts stw:knts takt. 

FACT: 
Since the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB). federal 
law requires the following assessments: 
• Grades .~-8 English language art> and 

mathematics exams 
• At least one science exam in grades 3-5. 6-9 and 

10-\2 
• At least one high school ELA and mathematics 

exam 
• Additional assessments for English language 

learners 
• Additional a."'c:>smenL' for students with scvere 

disabilities 

There are only two required state tests that are not 
federal mandates': 
• Regents exam in U.S. History and Government 
• Regents exam in Global History and Geography 
, Some student> may also be required to participate in 

field tcsting. 

Optional: 
• State tests for advanced diploma and coursl'Work 

purposes 
• Additional Regents exams in marhematics and 
sci~ncc 

• Locally selected interim. periodic and benchmark 
assessments 

• Locally selected summative assessments 
, Locally developed or third-party assessment is 
required for APPR purposes for teachers of grades 6-7 
science and grades 6-8 social studies only. 

As the new Common Core Stare Standards are fully 
implemented. the assessments will bener reflect 
classroom instruction and student learning. 

PARCC 

Myth: Ntw York Staft has agrud to adapt PARCC. 

FACT: 
New York State is the governing state in the 
Partnership for the Assessment of Readiness of College 
and Careers (PARCC). The Board of Rcgents is still 
considering whether or not to adopt the PARCC 
assessments for New York State. PARCC is scheduled 
ro have computer-based assessments that measure 
the Common Core State Standards in ELA and 
mathematics in grades 3-11. 

OPTING TO OPT OUT 

Myth: 
As a partnt. I call opt my childrtll out of I1JJmmmts. 

FACT: 
NCLB requires that all students must be assessed. 
This is defined as 95 percent of students tested within 

specific subgroups of students. All distticts are legally 
required to administer the assessments and cannot 
approve nor endorse an opt-out. Districts not meeting 
their 95 percent rate could incur sanctions including 
the loss of federal aid. 

()ATA SHARING 

Myth: 
Impkmmtation oftht Commol/ COrt mtallJ my child's 
datil will ht shami. 

FACT: 
Common Core is not a mechanism for federal data 
collection. Common Core does not authorize the 
sharing of student data between states. Virtually all 
school districts. in New York State and around the 
country. already contract with third-party providers 
and/or vendors to provide software services necessary 
for instructional programs and management 
operations. This includes educational software services 
for student enrollment and attendance. school 
schedules. report cards and trartscripts. school lunch 
and transportation. coordination of special education 
services. online learning and emergency parent 
notification. Service contracts are required to be in 
compliance with the Family Educational Rights and 
Privacy Act (FERPA) and include all necessary state 
and federal data security and privacy protections. 

There is no provision for parents to Opt OUt of student 
data systems that are consistenr with FERPA. such 
as the EngageNY portal. If parents were to opt their 
children out of these systems. everything from course 
scheduling to transportation to school lunches to high 
school transcripts for college applications would be 
impacted. 


