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Curriculum and Instruction ~Our Beliefs~
• Mastery vs. Coverage
• Teachers should have autonomy to 

teach their curriculum at a pace 
based on the needs of the students 
in front of them.

• Use data to make these instructional 
choices “Sachem Norms”

• District-created curriculum vs. 
canned programs

• Collaboration is key
• Students unpack own learning
• Equal Access
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Bold Moves Workshop Series
Details Who

⬜ Focus:
◼ Creating remarkable 

learning environments

⬜ Sessions:
◼ Use of Space

◼ Scheduling

◼ Student Grouping

◼ PD and Planning 

⬜ District Office and 
Secondary 
Administration

⬜ Teachers will be 
included in next phase of 
the series



Gold Standard Design Elements
• Key Knowledge, Understanding and  Success Skills
• Challenging Problem or Question
• Sustained Inquiry
• Authenticity
• Student Voice & Choice
• Reflection
• Critique & Revision
• Public Product

Project Based Learning
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Secondary Focus
Details Who and where

⬜ Alternate instructional 
practice but same 
content aligned to NYS 
standards.

⬜ Student driven, focusing 
on 21st Century Skills

⬜ Faculty Meetings-Middle and 
High Schools

⬜ Department meetings to plan 
units

⬜ Continued professional 
development as teachers 
begin to implement. 

⬜ Resources



Science  K-12

3-Dimensional
Learning

NEW NYS Science Learning Standards

Hands-on Science

Interdisciplinary
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Creating Equity Opportunities: 8th Grade Science

Present Proposed

⬜ 8th grade students selected 
based on class grades and 
teacher recommendation 

⬜ Students selected may take 
either Living Environment or 
Earth Science

⬜ 35% of the 8th grade class is 
selected 

⬜ Increase access to 8th grade 
accelerated science 

⬜ Students will take Earth 
Science to ensure greater 
articulation with elementary 
Science standards

⬜ Living environment will 
begin at 9th grade



Math Workshop

Focus on Student Engagement New Workshop Units

Making a shift in instructional practice to reflect expectations of the NYS Next 
Generation Mathematics Learning Standards and the needs of our Sachem 
students. Framework for RIGOR: 
Developing Mathematical Skills/Standards & FLEXIBLE THINKERS! (K-12) 

FLUENCY
Fact or Procedural
Relational Strategies-

Automaticity

APPLICATION
Independent Problem 

Solving

DEEP CONCEPTUAL 
UNDERSTANDING

Concrete-Pictorial-Abstract



Elementary Focus
⬜ Grade Level Meetings to Discuss Implementation

⬜ Professional Development: Unpacking the Units

⬜ Purchased Resources

⬜ Grade Level Committees-Further Planning Across 
the District

⬜ Parent Academy-January TBD



Thank you for your continued 
support!

Questions? Comments?


